
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Wednesdays: 6:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 

Worlds do change. They come and they go. One day we simply stop climbing up on our mother’s or father’s 
lap. Or we quit reading comic books, or put away our Barbies®, or we begin to notice beauty. It happens more 
than once in a lifetime. 

We pass the exam and get our driver’s license, and in a moment all of childhood’s boundaries crumble. We 
graduate from school and our days become our own, sometimes frighteningly so. We move away from home 
and realize we can no longer return, not to the way it once was. And while we think all those moments are of 
our own doing, in truth they are not, none of them. They come upon us as does November out of autumn, and 
frequently just as bleak. The temples of our lives that we’ve adorned not only with precious stones but also 
with precious memories and treasured ways, are always being torn down without one stone left upon another. 
And no one ever asks our permission. 

The new worlds we fear the most, however, are not the ones that change our outer landscapes so much as the 
ones that can reshape our inner landscapes. For believers, for those who live by the ways of Jesus, it is faith 
that offers us the willingness to trust and the courage to continue on. Jesus’ vision can become the one still 
point in our ever-changing world, or the one source of life and love when all else is collapsing.  

—Rev. Joseph J. Juknialis 
Copyright © 2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living Stewardship Now  

Faith does not keep our worlds protected and whole. 
It does instill in us patient endurance by which, the Gospel reminds us, we will save our lives. 

Copyright © 2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Sing praise to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and melodious song. — Psalm 98:5 

NOT WATCHING FOR THE SECOND COMING 

As we near the end of the Church year, the scriptures become more ur-
gent. Both the prophet Malachi and Jesus in the Gospel according to 
Luke offer graphic pictures of a terrible future. But we are missing the 
message if we use these passages to speculate about when the world will 
end. The troubles predicted have already occurred, and then some. In the 
last century alone we have seen devastation beyond anything the ancient 
prophets could have imagined. 

We weren’t given these passages to strike fear in our hearts, but faith. 
The sun of justice will rise, Malachi assures us, for those who are faith-
ful. And Jesus promises, “By your perseverance you will secure your 
lives.” But it is Paul who brings the message down to earth. The Thessa-
lonians were so sure that the end of the world was upon them, some of 
them had stopped working! Paul states his case clearly: “If anyone was 
unwilling to work, neither should that one eat.” We are not called to 
worry about how things will end, but to live today faithfully. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

The Book of the Dead 

November is the month we traditionally remember all our departed friends and family. We 
have the Book of the Dead in the church. The book will be out for the month of November. 



Saturday, Nov. 12 (St. Lawrence)                                               

5:00 pm: + Hubert Frerich  
      by Russell & Kim Halfmann 
6:30 pm: + Gary Hawkins by Keith & Darcy Braden 
      (In Spanish)      

Sunday, Nov. 13 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)    
8:00  am: Special Intention by Russ & Rachael Eggemeyer 
10:00 am: + Rosalie Strum by Cecil & Wilma Halfmann 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners 

Monday, Nov. 14 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: + Gladys Braden by Wendell & Linda Jones    
   

Tuesday, Nov. 15 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                                                                         

7:00 am : + Gabriel Easterling and all unborn babies           
       by Brad & Heather Easterling    
8: 00 am: + Tommy Morrison  
       by Wilbert & Joyce Braden  
 

Wednesday, Nov. 16 (St. Lawrence)                                                      
8:00 am: + Jerome Hoelscher by Susan Rulla 
6:00 pm: + Clifford & Joyce Hoelscher by Helen Glass   
 

Thursday, Nov. 17 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                    
7:00 am: + Sherline Strube by Eugene & Marilee Jost 
8:00 am:+ Special Intention by Russ & Rachel Eggemeyer  
  

Friday, Nov. 18 (St. Lawrence)                                                                          
8:00 am : + Bill Schraeder by James & Cecilie Schwartz   
 

Saturday, Nov. 19 (St. Lawrence)                                               

5:00 pm: + Bernard Seidenberger by Rose Schwartz 
6:30 pm: + Dorothy deHaas by Annette Frerich 
      (In Spanish)     
  

Sunday, Nov. 20 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)    

 8:00  am: Bobby Maxie by Sheryl Wilson 
10:00 am: + Living & Deceased members of  
        the St. Therese Altar Society 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

We are faced with strong and disturbing readings to-
day that hold a certain fascination, since they seem at 
first glance to be blueprints for future inevitable wars 
and hardship. A fundamentalist interpretation focuses 
on this aspect. Yet we hear them at our Sunday cele-
bration of the Eucharist, which infuses them with 
hope and optimism. Rather than dreading the future, 
today’s liturgy assures us that God is with us in all of 
life’s inevitable trials, and that we have a role in shap-
ing the outcome of human history. Occasionally, some 
Christians have attempted to decode these readings for 
an exact measure of the world’s end, but they have 
thus far been disappointed. 

 “Nothing lasts forever” is a lyric from a 
Broadway show. Stars fall from the sky, leaves wither 
and fall, mountains wash into the sea, human projects 
and governments totter and collapse with great regu-
larity. Today’s liturgy opposes this idea as incom-
plete, reminding us that Christ has made a permanent 
change in human history, and that life in him is life 
forever. Rather than inviting us to throw in the towel, 
today’s liturgy strengthens us for acts of goodness and 
grace in our families, communities, and world.  
          —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

Aproximadamente en 1589 los colonizadores de 
Ecuador quisieron tener una patrona para su territorio 
y pidieron al artista, Diego de Robles, una imagen de 
la virgen de la Presentación. Cuando el escultor quiso 
entregar la imagen, quienes la ordenaron no pudieron 
pagar. No sabiendo que hacer con la imagen la vendió 
a un grupo de indígenas Oyacachis por unos tablones 
de cedro fino. Los Oyacachis reconocieron en la ima-
gen a la Señora que se les había aparecido en una cue-
va prometiendo proteger sus niños de unos peligrosos 
osos en la zona. En 1604, los indígenas cristianizados 
entregaron la imagen al obispo quien la instaló en la 
iglesia del pueblo de Quinche. 

 Es interesante como esta virgencita comisionada 
por españoles pasa a manos de los nativos.  Ella mis-
ma y el Niño Dios que carga en brazos son de aspecto 
mestizo, con ojos asiáticos. Diego de Robles la había 
diseñado pensando en el nuevo pueblo que vendría del 
mestizaje de los europeos con el pueblo nativo. “La 
pequeñita”, como la llama su pueblo, pudo unir en si 
misma la diversidad de su hijos. 

      — Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

 

Toquen la cítara para el Señor, suenen los 
instrumentos.— Salmo 98 (97):5 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Travis Gully  432-425-4905 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

Pope’s Prayer Intension For November 

Children Who Suffer 

We pray for children who are suffering, especially 
those who are homeless, orphans, and victims of war; 
may they be guaranteed access to education and the 
opportunity to experience family affection. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

November 13 

St. Lawrence –John Seidenberger Family 
St. Thomas –  Russ Eggemeyer Family 

November 20 

St. Lawrence– Gary & Sharon Halfmann 
St. Thomas– Cody Wilson Family 

November Worklist   

Delfino & Maria Andrade- CH, Travis and Jessica 
Gully, Allen Jansa, German & Rosario Martinez, Ste-
ve & Deb Pelzel, Richard Batla, James & Kay Donna 
Machicek, Ignacio & Griselda  Castillo, Max & Carrie 
Batla, Rory & Tibby Niehues, Mike & Nancy Hillger, 
Jose & Sandra Ramirez, Scott Halfmann, Neal & Mo-
na Wilde, Paul & Tara Schwartz, Billy & Diane 
Eggemeyer 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence  

Birthdays:  Ross Womack, Dec. Floyd Schwartz, 

Barbara Fuchs and Terry Halfmann 

Anniversaries: None 

St. Thomas  

Birthdays: Joyce Evridge, Antonio Arriozola and 

Axel Reyes 

Anniversaries: None 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, November 19                         
 Sacristan: Charles Braden  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, November 20    
 Sacristan: Chris Matschek   
 Readers: Volunteers             

 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

NO ESTAR ATENTOS A LA SEGUNDA VENIDA 
Al acercarse el final del 
año litúrgico, la Sagrada 
Escritura se hace más 
urgente. Tanto el profeta 
Malaquías como Jesús 
en el Evangelio de Lu-
cas ofrecen descrip-
ciones gráficas de un 
terrible futuro. Pero es-
tamos perdiendo el 
mensaje si usamos estos 
pasajes para especular 
sobre cuándo se acabará 
el mundo. Los prob-

lemas predichos, y muchos más, han ocurrido ya. Nada 
más en el siglo pasado, hemos visto devastaciones peo-
res que las que los antiguos profetas hubieran podido 
imaginar. No se nos dieron estos pasajes para llenarnos 
el corazón de temor sino de fe. El sol de justicia brillará, 
nos asegura Malaquías, para quienes son fieles. Y Jesús 
promete: “Manténganse firmes y se salvarán”. Pero es 
Pablo quien presenta el mensaje más escuetamente. Los 
tesalonicenses estaban tan convencidos de que el fin del 
mundo estaba cerca, ¡que algunos de ellos dejaron de 
trabajar! Pablo les explica su condición claramente: “… 
si alguien no quiere trabajar, que no coma”. No somos 
llamados a preocuparnos sobre cómo terminarán las co-
sas, sino a vivir fielmente hoy. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Altar Society News 

Please join us for the altar society Christmas party on 
November 20th with a short meeting starting at 4:00 in 
the hall. Please rsvp to Jacque Schaefer by November 
13th. Come for the meal, a craft and games. Also, 
start thinking about becoming an altar society officer. If 
no one volunteers by the end of December, nominees 
will be taken and voted on at the January meeting.  

Remember your safe place donations, Infant, toddler, and 
child pajamas and socks. Ladies and teens pajamas, under-
wear, and socks. Need jackets for all age children and teens 
and ladies. Toddler diapers.  Requesting all items to be 
new, they have plenty of used, or please contact Barbara 
Halfmann for more information.  

 

 October 2022 St. Lawrence St. Thomas 

Envelopes $6,111.00 $2,695.00 

Loose Plate $9,615.00    $778.00 

Online Giving $2,600.00   

Total Income $18,326.00 $3,473.00 

Required per 
Month 

$12,666.00 $3,133.00 

P&L $5,660.00 $340.00 



 

 © 2022 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) 

Jesus says that the 
day will come when 
not one stone of the 
temple will be left 
mortared to another, 
because it will all be 
torn down. He's re-
minding us that eve-
rything here on earth 
is temporary.  

Think of what you 
enjoy here on earth. 
It's temporary. What 
causes you to suffer? 
It too is temporary. 
What of this world 
do you depend on? 
It's temporary. What 
do you admire, trust, 
save, hope for, spend 
working hours to 
achieve and plan re-
laxation hours for a 
reward? It's all tem-
porary – unless we 
are using it for the 
Kingdom of God.  

We know that we're 
supposed to focus on 
the things of God, 

things that will last for all of eternity, but we’re 
uncomfortable with the blind faith that this re-
quires. We are like the disciples who looked for 
God's vindication against injustices and immorali-
ty in the temporal world: wars, earthquakes, 
plagues and famines. We wish that Jesus would 
hurry up with his Second Coming and stop all the 
evils and hardships.  

In our daily lives, we seek God's help, but we look 
for something tangible upon which to base our 
faith. We want to know the future; we don't like 

the insecurity of 
not knowing what 
God has planned. 
We depend on 
what we can see 
more than we de-
pend on God 
whom we cannot 
see, so we ask 
God for signs.  

However, the best way to walk forward with God 
is to raise one foot in air for the next step, and – 
while that foot is still in the air – ask God: "Where 
do You want me to place my foot next?"  

This takes balance; if we don't remain centered in 
God, we teeter and fall. If God doesn't show us 
immediately where to put our foot down to move 
forward, we can either fall away or fall into his 
hand.  

God's hand is never temporary! God's hand pro-
vides true security based only on his endless, all-
powerful, all-knowing love. It doesn't always feel 
that way, but his love and protection never fail.  

Reflect & Discuss:  

1. What help from God are you waiting for? What 
battles plague your life? Do you believe that your 
problem is temporary or do you fear that it's per-
manent? 

2. What will you do this week to entrust yourself 
to the wisdom and guidance of Jesus? 

3. When waiting for God's guidance, how do you 
stay centered on God? How do you find and hold 
your balance while you've got one foot wavering 
in the air? 

4. What if you were to put your foot down in the 
wrong place and move in the wrong direction? 
Does God protect you then? How? 

Malachi 3:19-20a  
Ps 98:5-9  

2 Thessalonians 3:7-12  
Luke 21:5-19  

Monday November 14  
Revelation 1:1-4; 2:1-5  

Ps 1:1-4,6  
Luke 18:35-43  

Tuesday November 15  
Revelation 3:1-6,14-22  

Ps 15:2-5  
Luke 19:1-10  

Wednesday November 16  
Revelation 4:1-11  

Ps 150:1b-6  
Luke 19:11-28  

Thursday November 17  
St. Elizabeth of Hungary  

Revelation 5:1-10  
Ps 149:1b-6a,9b  

Luke 19:41-44  

Friday November 18  
Revelation 10:8-11  

Ps 119:14,24,72, 
103,111,131  

Luke 19:45-48.  

Saturday November 19  
Revelation 11:4-12  

Ps 144:1b,2,9-10  
Luke 20:27-40 



Meet our 6th Graders 

Human life is very precious.  Life comes from God, 
and one must handle it with care.  Our Sixth graders 

have been focusing on the 5th Commandment.  We 
used the game of hot potato with a potato chip to 
demonstrate how precious lives are.  We learned that 

you must handle all life with the upmost care and re-
spect, just as we did with the fragile potato chip.  

 

(Our Life inspired by our Faith) 

 

Meet our 1st Graders 

The 1st grade class has been learning about the rosary 
- this week they made a special treat - an edible ro-

sary!  

 

 

Many Catholics want to read the Bible but get bogged down by the long stretches that seem not to make sense or get 

lost among the sea of Old Testament names and places. Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible, an eight-part Bible 

study, helps you uncover the story woven throughout Scripture, so you can get the “big picture” of the Bible and 

understand what it’s all about. Aided by a unique color-coded Bible TimelineTM Chart that arranges the key peo-

ple, places, and events of the Bible in chronological order, Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible will help you 

pick up the Bible with confidence and understand how you fit into God’s plan. 

St. Lawrence will begin the Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible study in January. Participants will meet every 

week to view an engaging video presentation followed by a time of lively group discussion and fellowship. 

For more information, please contact Barbara Fuchs at bjfuchs2000@yahoo.com to sign up. 

Thank you for 

teaching us.  



Defining Purgatory and the Communion 
of Saints  

Prepare: Read 1 Corinthians 3:13-15  

The Afterlife: What does the Catholic Church 
teach?  

We are all sinners; even after we've been freed 
from Original Sin in our baptisms, we cannot be-
come holy by our own efforts.  

We would die separated from Holy God, except:  

Jesus died in our place, taking our sins to the 
cross. Then he rose from the dead, to give us a res-
urrected life in Heaven.  

Those who accept this and seek forgiveness will 
have their sins removed and will live united with 
Jesus in Heaven.  

Those who understand this yet reject it will die in 
their sins, unable to enter Heaven, thereby choosing 
Hell.  

The souls who die loving Jesus but have failed to 
love others fully (what we do unto others we do un-
to Jesus; see Matt. 25) must be purified — purged 
("Purgatory") — before they can experience the full-
ness of Heaven.  

What is Purgatory?  

From earliest times, the Church has rejected the idea 
that every Christian, upon death, im-mediately en-
ters the full glory of Heaven.  

1 Cor. 15:51-57 points out that "that which is cor-
ruptible (our flesh-nature) must clothe itself with 
incorruptibility." Purgatory is a process of purging 
our-selves from what was worldly so that we can 
fully enter into what is eternal.  

Purgatory comes from the Latin word for cleansing 
fire. The Church teaches that when we die believing 
in Jesus, we come into full contact with the infinite 
love of God (the "Beatific Vision"). Because of per-
sistent sinful habits and an insufficient desire to do 
penance, and now gaining an aware-ness of how un-
like Christ we had been on Earth, we long to be pu-
rified. Purgatory is a gift from God to fulfill that 
longing.  

Probably the most accurate way to describe the 
source of pain (or fires) in Purgatory is this: Upon 
death, when we are delivered from the limitations of 
our human brains, we suddenly realize how infinite-

ly and powerfully loving God is and, in contrast, 
how poorly we have loved.  

Our regret pains us to the core, like a fire that burns 
up our impurities.  

Fueled by our yearning to be united with the full-
ness of God's holy love, this pain is intensified by 
the realization that we could have expiated our sins 
while on Earth, through the Sacraments, prayer, and 
good works.  

Saint Catherine of Genoa wrote that the desire for 
God is an ardent fire more consuming and painful 
than any earthly fire.  

Saints Thomas and Bonaventure held that the slight-
est fire of Purgatory is more painful than the greatest 
sufferings of this world. The reason is because, dur-
ing our journey on Earth, we don’t really understand 
how great is God’s love and how much we’re miss-
ing by not loving others as he does.  

Does God's mercy help those in Purgatory?  

God longs to reach all of us with his love, and so he 
expresses his love to those who are in Purga-tory by 
consoling them. His compassion is infinite, and he 
offers it freely. This relieves their suffering, but only 
to the extent that they are open to it. The less they 
accepted his love before they died, the less they are 
ready to do so now. Likewise, the more purified 
they become, the more they open themselves to his 
mercy.  

Is there joy in Purgatory?  

Yes! We must never focus only on the suffering of 
Purgatory and forget the joy. Pope John Paul II 
pointed out that Purgatory is a place of joy. Your 
loved ones who are there are rejoicing in the Beatif-
ic Vision to the extent that they are united to it. 
They are experiencing deep happiness because they 
have escaped Hell and are entering Heaven.  

They prefer Purgatory over Earth because they are 
free from Satan's attacks and the old temptations, 
and they are surrounded by other souls who are like-
wise free. They have no more enemies! As Wisdom 
3:1 says, "The souls of the just are in the hand of 
God, and no torment shall touch them."  

As we see in Wisdom 3:1-9, we are chastised, but 
we will be greatly blessed. God purifies us the way 
gold is purified in the furnace. (This analogy of pu-
rification creates the notion of fire in Purgatory, 
though it's not a literal flaming fire like we have  



here on Earth). We become "sacrificial offerings" that 
God takes to himself.  

The terrifying descriptions of Purgatory that popular in 
some "revelations" today are exaggerations and are not 
founded in the teachings of the Church. Such punish-
ment runs counter to the incomparable dignity of those 
who have been redeemed by Christ.  

How long does it take?  

To understand the answer to this, we must suspend our 
concept of time. The after-life exists in eternity. Eterni-
ty dwells outside of our linear time. The past and the 
future are both now and yet not now. The suffering ex-
perienced by the souls in Purgatory cannot be measured 
by days or years, but by intensity.  

If we could watch a loved one journey through purifica-
tion, it might seem to take years, but to our loved one, it 
might last but a moment and yet be extremely difficult 
to bear. Or it might last for a long time without the soul 
being aware of time’s passage.  

The process is one of peeling away the layers of spiritu-
al scars, many of which, while on Earth, remained be-
low the level of our consciousness. Everything in us is 
exposed. This might happen in an instant, but now our 
whole person must be penetrated with the light of 
Christ. As the purification progresses, our full personal-
ity emerges for the first time. We become the child of 
God that the Father had intended when he created us, 
with all of our talents, gifts and abilities to glorify the 
Holy Trinity. 

Can we help souls in Purgatory?  

Purgatory will exist until the second coming of Christ 
and his final judgment. Until that time, the souls there 
definitely need our help. No longer on Earth, they can-
not rectify the damage that resulted from their sins. 
Their opportunities to make amends have passed. Dur-
ing their lives, they set the speed at which they now 
grow into the full experience of the Beatific Vision, but 
we can quicken their purification.  

Helping them is one of our responsibilities as part of the 
communion of saints, i.e., the community of all who are 
joined in Christ on Earth, in Purgatory and in Heaven. 
Since the action of any member affects all others, we 
can help the souls finish their purification.  

Pope Leo XIII wrote in his encyclical on the Eucharist, 
Mirae caritatis, on May 28, 1902:  

"The communion of saints is nothing else but a mutual 
sharing in help, satisfaction, prayer and other good 
works, a mutual communication among all the faithful, 
whether those who have reached Heaven, or who are in 
the cleansing fire, or who are still pilgrims on the way 
in this world. For all these are come together to form 
one living city whose head is Christ and whose law is 
love."  

Because we are joined in the communion of saints, the 
Catholic liturgy always includes prayers for the souls in 
Purgatory. And the Church provides this prayer during 
the blessing of a cemetery: "We beseech You, Lord, 
grant to the souls of your faithful whose bodies rest here 
the forgiveness of all their sins."  

Through Jesus and our love, we can perform on their 
behalf prayers, alms, fasting, sacrifices, deeds of pen-
ance, good works and other acts of piety. We can also 
offer up Masses, publicly and privately, in which we 
give them our love and commit them to Jesus’ love. Our 
love fills and animates these souls.  

The celebration of All Souls Day and the whole month 
of November is given over to this important ministry of 
the Church.  

Traditionally, the Church has placed more emphasis on 
helping those in Purgatory than we do today. We need 
to give importance to this ministry of intercession, and 
include praying for those we’ve never met.  

We need to make All Saints Day a bigger celebration 
than Halloween, and we need to attend Mass on All 
Souls Day for the sake of our loved ones who have 
died.  

Can we shorten our own time in Purgatory?  

Our daily goal should be to purify our lives and grow 
more deeply into the fullness of God's love while we 
still have the Sacraments available to boost us. God 
should be no stranger to us. Neither should his Word, 
which is our guide to living a holy life.  

We dare not remain lazy about get-ting rid of unholy 
desires, worldly attitudes, unloving deeds, and igno-
rance about what God wants from us. The more we 
unite ourselves to his love now (through prayer, recon-
ciliation, penance and purification), the less suffering 
we will endure in Purgatory. 

What does Scripture say?  

The lives of all are to be revealed before the tribu-
nal of Christ so that each one may receive his rec-

ompense, good or bad, according to his life in the body 
(2 Cor. 5:10).  

The work of each will be made clear. The Day 
will disclose it. That day will make its appearance 

with fire, and fire will test the quality of each man’s 
work…. If a man’s building burns, he will suffer loss. 
He himself will be saved, but only as one fleeing 
through fire (1 Cor. 3:13-15).  

"You worthless wretch! I canceled your entire 
debt when you pleaded with me. Should you not 

have dealt mercifully with your fellow servant?" Then 
in anger the master handed him over to the torturers un-
til he paid back all that he owed (Matt. 18:32-34).  


